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. ° National
Nursing hames, @advocates warn of mass closures

- World
By APRIL.CASTRO
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echele Agbayani: BB Check Your Stocl .
AUSTIN, Texas Am{&é‘%m@“ (%81 Q&ghe‘rtz Darreng }%fns ? Llyrvo .Ofeéﬁy watching
.. o Rossltr: 0}1?%)@1‘1 ccuttty W Building Permits
Medicaid coutﬁg?gllgncogmdere by the Legislature.

It's not the impad® t]@tb&ah Lkﬁli*;‘posals would have on her own salary that concerns her most. Or
even the 95 empMyBastit hEUA GiuMAWds Rétirement Lodge that could be left unemployed.
Rather, she's estsciiedofor the 92 elderly residents that she says would be left homeless if
current budget pmpissalscto katdfunding for Medicaid aremi giied dfitd tasw.

m Rose Festival m Song Of Faith Contest.
"We've had our upsianddg¥msria Erms of funding," Evamsishidiof¢hie 18ryieass she and her
husband havegwnedithe nursing home, about 60 miles south of the Capitol. "This by far is the
most scary.fqr meinalkthe years I've been in this profession.
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"I feel lill)(eol'lpd&ﬁl f‘;g(hrtté’f my life, not only for our residents but for my staff as well."

o High Schoal Sports . » . . .
Autumn Winds's one af hundr of nursing homes in Texas that largely depend on Medicaid for
funding. As the L.egﬁsa qtlul%g %?QECSEE%ECS lr%eg/enu.e :;/}&;r%w%f at least $15 billion E.ggzb(f Y\ozhtbly
some estimates - Orig Of t é/énr st agonizing cuts b&ing proposed is slashed reimbursen Jn1 'tates for
: u qzich Bﬁc £0 & B aRoBoT -Hawkins
nursing homes, hgselﬁ% iagﬁ@ ysicians that offer.ml icaid. Advocates say about %Uﬁ&ga{p{gon
homes in Texas, ie]Wﬂ%c 18&15045’000 patients, dege]%;?l%r ﬁirlggllﬁdﬂill m Jacksonville
"We are not cryiig %{ﬂ% IOCRE SR sky are fallPh ShiliCTith GHAVEE predtdeHt M CES of the
Texas Health Cafe Assoct HOH " There's no way tffe Eﬁ%ﬂ?slllﬁ?sing home stream in Feka8¢alt be
cutby a third AliER6tvANLE significant bankruptcies, closures, widespread displacement of patients
and frontliﬁe?}gﬁﬂh"é&% workers will just be going to unemployment lines in local communities.
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"The real c%rfé@}ﬁ for us is where do the patients go? Where do the residents go? These are the
most frail, fragileMegans that the health care system takes care of. That's our main concern. How
is this going to werkauflic m Harold Wilson
m Phil Hicks m Shane Stark
Early budget promosalsihaie ciittMedicaid reimbursemen ratisibip Ukpercent, in addition to a
three percent ratamrediictidinthat state leaders requested imtergurrénd budget.
e Opinion
But Gra\Ees apgllgpheg]%ifvpgq@ﬁ?sﬁy the true cut is closer to 33 percent because of changes in the
federal-state share formula thatiresplted from the economic stimulus package. The state's funding

share has increasgd; byt h}g@ggltcm(&]gﬁéwcgre not paying for that increase.

o Tyler Talk. . .
For Evans,oezigil\ggr zrilrtltlss gl?{%ggévalent of about $25,000.
"Do the math F 453 FeReAICut. That's absolutely devastating," she said. "It's impossible to

continue the TEJB ration of the business with that size of cut."
o National Columns »

House and Senat® biwtighelbadésdiiave released their proposals for the 2012-13 state budgets, but

the budget still h# Bgito>gsibefore being finalized next summer.
m Cal Thomas

A spokeswomartfor House Speaker Joe Straus did not immediately respond to requests for
comment Fhuysdajinblods¢ bidgetiwiniter Rep. Jim Pitts, R-Waxahachie, has said finding ways to
save in an alieadylean budget is a difficult but necessary process.

o Gardening »
"T am committedgo thoroyghlyexamining . . . issues to determine whether the priorities provided
for in this initial huq{gg{,y(qg@@kq;@gppropriate, and ensuring that we protect essential services
while staying-true to qyr core missions," Pitts said last week shortly after introducing the budget
proposal. "T ltrgﬂg:hr% e }frocess, we will make adjustments as determined necessary by this body."
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o Death Notices
The nursing omestinikekas that depend on Medicaid as a major funding stream employ about "
62,000meeplenment

o East Texas Entertainment )
[House andSenatg budget leaders have released their proposals for the 2012-13 state budgets, but

the document still has-far-tpsgo before being finalized next summer.
o Columns »

'We don't want tQ géyg&g%mﬁllae@a%ﬁz&glwer n buy, we want to give them better and we ...

NASCAR Racing Challenge

don't k&m& how Welre going to get a goo or that," Evans said. "This is not our state's
s GoGyuide ¥ent o : "
Enes.t lg%%rﬁév en the care for our elderly is jeopardized.
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