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APRIL CASTRO, Associated Press Writer

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) â€” Nursing home advocates say 
budget proposals to cut Medicaid reimbursement rates by 10 
percent underestimate the impact of cuts.

Tim Graves, president and CEO of the Texas Health Care 
Association, said Thursday the true loss to providers would 
be closer to 33 percent. That's largely because of changes 
in the federal-state share formula triggered by the end of 
economic stimulus money.

The Legislature is grappling with a revenue shortfall of at 
least $15 billion â€” $27 billion by some estimates. Early 
proposals have slashed reimbursement rates for nursing 
homes, hospitals and physicians that offer Medicaid.

Advocates say the cuts would be detrimental for about 550 
nursing homes in Texas, serving about 45,000 patients that 
depend on Medicaid.

The budget still has far to go before being finalized.

Copyright AP Modified, Copyright 2011 The Associated Press. All rights 
reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed.
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Everyone is welcome to share their opinion, but please do so in a civilized manner. If you use offensive language 
(even censored) or make personal attacks, it is highly likely that your comments will be removed and you will be banned
from posting again. So, if you want your opinion heard, keep it clean and civilized.
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